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Special Collections & Archives
Win Hall of Fame’s Combs Award
Special Collections & Archives staff  (from left) James Lictenfels, John Armstrong, Dawne Dewey, Bessie
Schina (back), Debby Jennings-Ryan (front), Toni Jeske, and Jane Wildermuth.
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T
he University Libraries ’ Special
Collections & Archives have been
named recipients of the National
Aviation Hall of Fame’s Second Annual
Harry B. Combs Award. The honor
is accompanied by a monetary gift of
$20,000.
The Hall of Fame website states that
the award is given to an individual or
group completing a project to advance the
promotion or preservation of  America ’s air
and space heritage, with special emphasis
on the individual pioneers who defined
America’s aerospace horizons.
The Combs Award review board
selects an award recipient based on the
Hall of Fame’s historical role in promoting
the history of aviation through individual
initiative and achievement.
The Archives’ staff qualified for the
award through years of preparation
for the 2003 centennial of powered
flight celebration. The Wright Broth-
ers Collection and other affiliated aviation
collections were heavily drawn upon by the
Archives’ staff. They provided expertise,
information, and photographs that were
then used in documentaries, books,
educational programs and projects, and
celebratory events worldwide.
The award is named in honor of
Harry B. Combs, a 1996 National
Aviation Hall of Fame Enshrinee who
was a significant force in civil aviation.
Combs also researched and wrote one
of the definitive works on the Wright
Brothers, “Kill Devil Hill: Discover-
ing the Secrets of  the Wright Brothers.”
The award honors his commitment to
preserving and promoting America’s
aerospace history.
The award will be presented to the
Archives’ staff at the 2004 National Busi-
ness Aviation Association ’s 57th Annual
Meeting and Convention in Las Vegas,
Nevada, on October 12-14.
The first recipient of the Harry B.
Combs Award was aviation photographer
and author Dan Patterson, a WSU alum-
nus and friend to the WSU Libraries.
A Note from the
University Librarian
Dr. Stephen P. Foster
I n the last issue of
Access I wrote about the
important role I envision
for an academic library
— to function as an impor-
tant central gathering place
and a cultural center for the
University. What I would
like to add to that thought
is the importance of staff to
a library’s success. The staff
is what ultimately encour-
ages students and faculty to come into the library and,
indeed, to become regular visitors.
Certainly, aesthetics and comfort are crucial elements
in making the library into the campus’ central gather-
ing place, but equally important are the ways in which
staff members render service and assistance to students
and faculty. If patrons get what they need when they
come in, they are more likely to return on a regular basis.
When patrons encounter staff members who are compe-
tent, friendly and go out of their way to be of assistance,
they come to rely on our services, appreciate our efforts,
and understand the importance of our role within the
university.
The complexity of
information technol-
ogy can be daunting
for patrons, particularly
students. Competent,
service-oriented, ap-
proachable library staff
members help students
navigate the technol-
ogy and gain confi-
dence in their academic
work. The results of
recent surveys of WSU Libraries ’ students, faculty and
staff are particularly gratifying to me. They indicate a
high level of satisfaction with the way they are treated
when they come into the libraries and with the assis-
tance they receive. They report that the people who
work in the library do great work and are helpful and
intent on providing good service.
The hard-working staff members have helped to make
Dunbar and Fordham libraries important campus gath-
ering places.
Friends of the Libraries’ Lecture Series 
Join the Friends for
Election, Campaign Post-op
O
ver At Last! The
Whys, Hows and
Whats of Campaign 2004
will be presented 5:30
- 7:00 pm Wednesday,
Nov. 10, for the Fall Quar-
ter Friends of the Libraries’
Lecture on the Dunbar
Library Fourth Floor. The
event is free and open to
the public with free parking
available outside of Dunbar
Library.
Guest speaker is Dr.
Robert Adams, Associate
Professor of Political Science Dr. Robert Adams
and Director of the Social Science Education Program. He
will have just returned from a post-election de-briefing in
Washington, D.C., sponsored jointly by Congressional Quar-
terly Weekly, the American Enterprise Institute and the Brook-
ings Institution. The group produces a rapid turn-around
analysis of election results, and Dr. Adams will share its
freshest analyses and news. Hear the accolades, groans, whys
and why-nots about this year’s presidential election, and view
unique election exhibits in the Dunbar Library.
RSVP by calling 775-2380 or register online at
www.libraries.wright.edu/events
The next Friends of the Libraries’ lecture will feature Dr. Drew
Pringle presenting To Your Health: Tomorrow’s Impact from
Today’s Research, 5:30 - 7:00 pm Tuesday, February 8. Dr.
Pringle is Chair of the Health, Physical Education & Recre-
ation Department for the College of Education and Human
Services. He is also an Associate Professor in Community
Health for the School of Medicine.
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Libraries’ Co-Hosting InventorFest 2004 on Oct. 23
By Ran Raider
Patent & Trademark Reference Specialist
A
gathering of great minds and great ideas will take place
when Wright State University Libraries and the Public
Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County host Inventor-
Fest 2004 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturday, October
23. This free event is open to the public and held at the Main
Library on 800 Vine Street in downtown Cincinnati. Parking
will be available for $1 at the Garfield Garage on 9th Street,
between Vine and Race streets.
The Dayton and Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
region boasts thousands of  people holding patents, hundreds of
whom have attended the WSU Libraries’ programs for inde-
pendent inventors. InventorFest
2004 is the first regional, public
event geared toward people with
an interest in learning more
about the process of invention.
This process includes everything
from patenting to marketing
new-fangled gadgets and clever
gizmos, as well as the inventors
behind them.
Attendees can pick up inven-
tor-related information, talk to
experts, browse booths sponsored
by regional businesses and orga-
nizations, as well as hear local and
national speakers and meet well-
known authors.
InventorFest 2004 is expected
to attract 30-40 regional compa-
nies and organizations to exhibit
services and products and provide advice on inventor-related
needs. Increasing regional interest in patenting and inventor-
related issues has led to the launch of this new venue where
business professionals and independent inventors can meet
and share ideas. InventorFest 2005 will be held at Wright
State University.
For more information on InventorFest 2004, or to obtain
exhibit registration forms, please contact: Ran Raider, Patent
and Trademark Reference Specialist, at (937) 775-3521, ran.
raider@wright.edu; OR contact John Schlipp, PLCHC Patent
and Trademark Librarian, (513) 369-6971,
john.schlipp@CincinnatiLibrary.org.
Inventor Mr. John L. Janning of Beavercreek looks over a sampling of his patents obtained from the Libraries’ Patent &
Trademark Depository Library resources. Mr. Janning visited the Libraries on September 22 to see the recent National
Inventors Month exhibit in which he was prominently featured. He holds more than 55  patents worldwide including
for liquid plasma display and Stay-Lit Christmas lights.
Author Researches Archives & Dayton for New Book
A
uthor Nicholas Basbanes visited the
Libraries on July 21 to research his
next book. His published works include
A Splendor of Letters: The Permanence of
Books in an Impermanent World; Patience
& Fortitude: A Roving Chronicle of Book
People, Book Places, and Book Culture;
Among the Gently Mad: Perspectives and
Strategies for the Book Collector in the
21st Century; and A Gentle Madness:
Bibliophiles, Bibliomanes, and the Eternal
Passion for Books.
Mr. Basbanes researched materials in
the Wright Brothers Collection and vis-
ited Hawthorn Hill while in town. He
is gathering information about historic
figures who succeeded through self-edu-
cation rather than formal schooling. Author Nicholas Basbanes signs a copy of his book for Friends of the Libraries’ Board member Dr. L. David
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What’s Going On in the Archives?
News from the University Libraries’ Special Collections & Archives
Photo by Roberta Bowers, WSU Center for Teaching & Learning
Perusing items in the Wright Brothers Collection are (from left) Denis Sportes, Director ofPalais Beaument,
Betty Darst from the Montgomery County Historical Society, Paul Mirat, Charge de Affairs for the city of Pau,
French Delegates Visit for Wright Connection
D
elegates from the city of Pau,
France visited the Archives in July
when in town for the Dayton International
Air Show.
Wilbur Wright made a sales call to
Pau in 1908-09 to demonstrate the
Wright aircraft to the French government,
which consequently purchased aircraft for
its military.
Paul Mirat, Charge de Affaires for the
City of Pau, and Denis Sportes, Director
of Palais Beaument (conference and con-
vention planning), viewed rare materials
from the Wright Brothers Collection
including the many photos of Wilbur
flying in Pau.
Pau is planning celebrations for the
centennial of the Wright flights in 2008.
Exhibits in the Libraries
E
xhibits in the Libraries for Fall
Quarter include:
Dunbar Library
•Miami Valley Political History
Student Technology Assistance
Center (STAC)
Creative Arts Center, 1974-2004:
Thirty Years of Innovative
Artistic Expression
Selection of rare books
Spotlight on Members of the
Huffman Prairie Chatper of the
American Aviation Historical
Society
Fordham Library
•Traditional Medicine
History of Medicine prints and
medical book classics
Auction Purchase Nets
New Wright,
Lindbergh Items
T
he Special Collections & Archives
successfully acquired two rare
aviation items from R&R Enterprise
Autograph Auctions at the end of July.
Purchased was:
•A 1910 photograph signed by Orville
Wright that depicts him with million-
aire sportsman W.K. Vanderbilt in a
Wright aircraft.
•An original piece of the Spirit of St.
Louis mounted on letterhead of the
International Cyclopedia of Aviation
Biography.
Wright memorabilia has increased
in popularity and price since last year’s
centennial of the Wrights ’ first flight.
Universities and organizations hous-
ing collections of rare materials count
on receiving donated items rather than
purchasing them. The Archives hopes
to establish a fund to use solely for the
purchase of rare materials that come up
for sale in the future.
Schina Earns Records Manager Certification
U
niversity Records Manager Bessie
Schina earned her Certified Re-
cords Manager title from the Institute of
Certified Records Managers (ICRM) in
July. This makes her the only Certified
Records Manager in the Dayton area,
and one of only 17 in Ohio.
The ICRM was incorporated in 1975
to create a required standard by which
people involved in records and informa-
tion managemement could be measured,
accredited, and recognized.
Bessie has been with Wright State
University since 1999 and was previously
employed at Sinclair Community Col-
lege. She received her bachelor ’s degree
in History and Archaeology from the
Bessie Schina
National University of Athens, Greece,
and her master’s in Public History Ad-
ministration from Wright State.
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Weldon Retirement Party Oct. 18
T
he Libraries are bidding a fond
farewell to Sue Weldon, Head of
Information Delivery Services for the
Dunbar Library, with a public reception
2:30 - 4:00 pm Monday, October 18,
on the Dunbar Library Fourth Floor.
Sue has been with the University
Libraries for 30 years. She worked at
Antioch College as Desk Supervisor
for the Olive Kettering Library before
moving to WSU on November 1, 1974,
as Head of Circulation in a brand new
main library building. Over the years,
her responsibilities stretched to include In-
terlibrary Loan, OhioLINK and Deposi-
tory preparation, the Music Library, and
Current Periodicals & Media.
Mark your calendars to attend and
give her a happy send-off. For addition-
al information, please call 775-2380.
Reference Welcomes Sue Polanka
S
ue Polanka walked onto campus
Sept. 7 to take the reins as Head of
Reference & Instruction for the Paul
Laurence Dunbar Library. She comes
directly from the University of Dayton
Roesch Library where she served as
Coordinator for Reference & Instruction
for the past five years.
Sue holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communications from the University of
Dayton and a Master of Library Science
from Kent State University.
Her experience includes instructing for
the University of Dayton Communica-
tions department, working as Continuing
Education Consultant and Reference
Librarian for the Texas State Library and
Archives Commission, and serving as a
Reference Librarian for the Dayton and
Montgomery County Public Library.
Sue replaces Doug Kaylor who ac-
cepted the position of Director of the
Learning Resources Center at Sinclair
Community College in July.
Staff
News 
The landscape paintings of Deborah
Chlebek, Reference Specialist for Dun-
bar Library, are displayed at the Fifth
Street Gallery in Stivers School for the
Arts September 20 through October 21.
Physical Sciences and Humanities
Librarian Mary Lou Baker Jones and
Humanities Librarian Charlotte Droll
spent a week in August at Library Lead-
ership Ohio. The week was funded in
part through an Institute of Musueum
and Library Services grant awarded by
the State Library of Ohio.
Engineering Librarian Phil Flynn will
serve on the Collection Building Task
Force, a subcommittee of OhioLINK’s
Cooperative Information Resources
Management (CIRM) committee.
Marty Jenkins, Head of Technical
Services, has been named Assistant
Editor for The Quarterly Journal of  the
Music Library Association. He will over-
see contracts with the six vendors of the
journal’s electronic versions.
Kevin Storer, Senior Library Technical
Assistant, was in the cast of the Day-
ton Theatre Guild’s production of The
Cripple of Inishmaan, recipient of the
Silver Medal of Merit for Ensemble Per-
formance at the first DayTony Theater
Awards held in August.
Mandy Wilson, Sr. Library Technical
Assistant, was named 2004 Bowler of
the Year by the Dayton Women’s Bowl-
ing Association in August. She holds a
220 average.
Staff Changes
Hello
Chris Duffy, Sr. Library Technical
Assistant, Dunbar Library
Ian Kaplan, LAN Analyst I
Sue Polanka, Head of Reference
& Instruction, Dunbar Library
Arthur Siefert, Sr. Library Techni-
cal Assistant, Fordham Library
Good-bye
Jennifer Jones, Current
Periodicals & Media Assistant
Tony Robinson, Library
Technical Assistant
Changes
Marty Jenkins, Head of
Technical Services (formerly
Interim Head)
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Changes (cont’d.)
Karen Kimber, Team Leader for
Social Science & Humanities (formerly
Social Sciences Team Leader)
Winifred Phillips-Turner,
Current Periodicals & Media
Assistant (formerly in Circulation)
Membership Has Its Privileges:
Join the Friends of the Libraries!
T
he Friends of the Libraries are making things happen in
the Wright State University Libraries. The group spon-
sors a quarterly lecture series to feature the Libraries ’ collec-
tions and their value to the campus. Each speaker is drawing
larger crowds. The upcoming Fall and Winter quarters will fea-
ture political science professor Dr. Robert Adams and Health,
Physical Education & Recreation Chair Dr. Drew Pringle.
Become a member today to:
receive invitations to Friends’ and Libraries’ events
receive information about services and collections
in the University Libraries
•have borrowing privileges to the hundreds of
thousands of  materials available through the Libraries
and OhioLINK (a network of Ohio colleges &
universities)
Your membership equally benefits the Libraries by helping
to maintain and expand these collections, services, and pro-
grams to the campus and surrounding communities.
To join the Friends, please call (937) 775-2380 OR ask at
the circulation desks at the Libraries OR visit our website at
www.libraries.wright.edu/friends
-Legacy Book Program-
Summer Quarter Donations
T
he following books were purchased through the
Legacy Book Program in Summer Quarter 2004.
In honor of Katherine Elizabeth Jenkins:
Welfare, the Working Poor, and Labor
In honor of the WSU Librarians:
•Reading the Body in the Eighteenth Century Novel
•Understanding the Lord of the Rings: The Best of Tolkien
Criticism
In honor of the WSU Department of English
Language & Literatures:
•Shakespeare and the American Nation
Legacy Books are a great way to commemorate birthdays,
anniversaries, graduations, and other events as well as to
honor someone’s memory.
For additional information, please contact Karin Nevius
at (937) 775-2686 or karin.nevius@wright.edu.
Help yourself
by helping the Libraries.
Become a Friend today!
